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them temporarily to a unit forming elsewhere on Pendleton. The written orders 
designated the unit only as “C.I.B.” Scuttlebutt (Marine slang for rumor) quickly 
spread around Comm Platoon and speculation began as to the meaning and mission 
of C.I.B. Everyone agreed it had all the markings of a “shit detail”. 

 I had been on two previous field exercises with First A-T’s and wasn’t 
particularly looking forward to another; conditions were never ideal in the field, 
what with C-rations every day, bathing out of your helmet and sleeping on 
inflatable mattresses we called “rubber ladies”. Even so, everyone agreed that the 
devil we knew was preferable to going to some unit called “C.I.B.” –whatever that 
was– and spending two weeks with Marines we did not know doing no telling what. 

 The Marine Corps and I’m sure other branches as well had a saying, “Shit Rolls 
Downhill” which in this case meant that the junior corporal and PFC’s were 
destined for this dreaded assignment. As fate would have it, I was a newly minted 
corporal at that time so sure enough the C.I.B. detail was mine. Three PFC basic 
radiomen that had recently joined First A-T’s were assigned along with me to report 
to the Commanding Officer, C.I.B., Camp Del Mar on the Pacific Coast near 
Oceanside, California. 

 After arriving at Del Mar, we were billeted and instructed to attend an 
orientation in the camp theater later that day. As we entered the theater I realized 
we weren’t in Kansas (or Horno) anymore. Looking around I saw gold and silver 
bars and oak leaves on the collars of most attendees and but a scattering of enlisted 
Marines and Sailors.  

At the briefing, we learned that C.I.B. stood for Command Information Bureau 
and the mission was to liaison with the civilian and military press corps during the 
exercise. My job, I learned was to be in charge of one shift working the radio room. 
As it turned out, we were so overstaffed that my crew was to work an eight-hour 
shift once every forty-eight hours. When not on duty in the radio room we were 
completely free. We didn’t even have to concern ourselves with keeping the quarters 
clean since some of the Sailors I had seen at the orientation were assigned to clean 
the barracks; a luxury not experienced before or after my stint with C.I.B. and one 
that must have galled the Sailors. 

The assignment I had dreaded turned out to be duty any Marine would envy. 
While my Comm Platoon comrades in First A-T’s ate cold C-Rations, I ate three hot 
squares a day; while they slept on rubber ladies out in the cold I slept in a warm 
rack (Jarhead jargon for bunk); while they bathed and shaved with cold water from 
their helmets I took long hot showers; while they endured endless days of boredom I 
enjoyed choice liberty in Oceanside. My only negative was having more liberty-time 
than money.   

Once I settled into my quarters, I began meeting other Comm Marines that had 
come from other units. One PFC stood out physically because he had not a hair on 
his head which was unusual enough for an 18 year-old Marine, but in addition to 
his bald head he had neither eyebrows nor eyelashes; truly an unusual sight. I was 
prepared to ignore his strange appearance but I was not prepared to ignore the 
taunts of other Marines calling the poor hairless Marine, “Harry”. In my best 
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